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What are the dangers related
~ to storms? ‘

A storm is defined as a violent disturbance in the
atmosphere that involves severe weather conditions,
such as strong winds, heavy rainfall, lightning,

thunder, hail or snow

It is typically characterised by rapidly changing
atmospheric pressure, temperature, and moisture levels,
leading to turbulent conditions. Storms range in severity
from showers with strong winds to intense, dangerous

/ events like hurricanes, tornadoes, or blizzards, often
resulting from the interaction of different air masses or
extreme variations in temperature and moisture. In short,
it is an extreme weather event that disrupts normal

/ weather patterns, posing potential hazards to life and
property.
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Major storms

in recent years

According to the European
Environmental Agency:

billion EUR in damages between 1980 and 2023 in
the EU due to storms including lightning and hail
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Netherlands, Poland, United Kingdom,
Storm Eunice led to EUR 1.83 billion in
damages and 17 fatalities.

in Belgium, Channel Islands, Czechia, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Spain, United
Kingdom, Ireland, Storm Ciaran led to EUR 2.1 billion in damages and 21 fatalities.

Key impacts
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INFRASTRUCTURE HEALTH ENVIRONMENT

Damage to buildings, Risk of injuries, risk of Damage to trees and other
street lights, vehicles, exposure due to damaged ecosystems; flying debris
power lines, farming homes, reduced access to can cause widespread
infrastructure, etc. critical services and pollution of natural areas.

inaccessible roads.



Understand
your risk

Start by understanding your flood risks with data maps
and tools

ThinkHazard! tool

Allows you to quickly assess the risk of water scarcity
within your area by simply typing the name of your
location.

European severe weather database

Provides greater information on storms in your area to
better understand their severity and potential impacts.

European center for medium-range
weather forecasts (ECMWF)

Weather forecast tool that helps identify potential weather
extremes and prepare you and your community to react to
them.

Copernicus EMS

Provides free mapping services depicting the location of
natural hazards, including storms. Satellite imagery and
other geospatial data build detailed maps to assess the
extent and impact of disasters. These maps are invaluable
for understanding storm impacts and planning response
strategies.

Find all the tool links through the
Guide’s QR code!

Want to dive deeper?
Scan me.












	Establishment of early warning systems for extreme weather events.

