
 
 

The Mission in Finland

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Finland, with a cold temperate climate characterised by long, 
snowy winters and short, mild summers, is strengthening climate 
resilience through active engagement in the Mission. A total of 26 
local and regional authorities are participating in Mission Projects, 
supported by 12 Charter Signatories (regions/local authorities that 
have signed the Mission Charter and committed to striving toward 
climate resilience by 2030), and €24.51 million in EU funding has 
been allocated. With 51 members in the Community of Practice 
and 30 community-level events, Finland is fostering collaboration 
and knowledge exchange nationwide. Widespread action is under 
way, with the Agricultural Watershed Trail in Southwestern Finland 
standing out as a flagship case, enhancing resilience to rising 
temperatures and increased nutrient loads. By improving nutrient 
cycling in the Archipelago Sea, the project is protecting biodiversity, 
supporting regional livelihoods, and creating a model for nature-
based adaptation across similar coastal and agricultural areas.

BASIC COUNTRY INFO 

Area: 338 km2 
Population: 5.6m 
Landscape: Lakes, forests, flat terrain, hills

51 MIP4Adapt Community 
of Practice Members

30 Community-level 
events

COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE

12 €25m
Charter Signatories
View online   

Total EU funding for 
Adaptation to Climate 
Change Mission Projects

Regions and local 
authorities supported 
by the Mission

26

“The nutrient load from agriculture to the Archipelago 
Sea is Finland’s last remaining main pollution sites – 
HELCOM hotspot. Since water protection measures in 
agriculture are voluntary for farmers, the Archipelago Sea 
Programme provides them with various forms of support 
to implement these measures.”  Essi Hillgren programme 
manager for Achipelago Sea Programme at ELY Centre for 
Southwest Finland

https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/about/regions-local-authorities_en
https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/about/regions-local-authorities_en
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FLAGSHIP REGIONAL STORY

Agricultural Watershed Trail, Southwestern Finland

The Agricultural Watershed Trail in Southwestern Finland showcases practical, 
on-the-ground climate adaptation through nature-based water management 
and sustainable farming practices. By demonstrating solutions that improve 
water retention, reduce nutrient runoff, and strengthen soil resilience, the 
initiative helps farmers and communities respond to increasing climate 
pressures while supporting biodiversity and ecosystem health.

Located within the Archipelago Sea catchment, an area 
highly sensitive to nutrient loading and changing 
rainfall patterns, the region faces growing risks from 
heavier precipitation, flooding, drought, and water 
quality decline. These pressures threaten agricultural 
productivity, aquatic ecosystems, and local livelihoods, 
highlighting the need for integrated land and water 
management approaches.

Through demonstration sites featuring wetlands, restored 
waterways, and innovative agricultural practices, the 
Trail provides hands-on learning opportunities for farmers, 
students, and practitioners. By translating climate adaptation 
into visible, practical solutions, it offers a replicable model for resilient 
agriculture and sustainable watershed management that can be applied 
across Europe.

Read the full story online   

MISSION PROJECTS SUPPORTING REGIONAL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES

View our Mission-funded Projects online   

https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/stories-0/agricultural-watershed-trail-southwestern-finland-climate-change-adaptation_en
https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/projects-1_en

